Georgia
Noise Related Statutes
§ 40-8-70. Horns and warning devices
(a) Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with a horn in good
working order and capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of
not less than 200 feet, but no horn or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud or
harsh sound or a whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall, when it is reasonably necessary to
ensure safe operation, give audible warning with his or her horn but shall not otherwise use such
horn when upon a highway.
(b) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle,
or bell except as otherwise permitted in this Code section and Code Section 40-8-94.
(c) No vehicle shall be equipped with a theft alarm signal device which is so arranged that it can
be used by the driver as an ordinary warning signal.
§ 40-8-71. Exhaust system; prevention of noise, smoke, and fumes
(a) Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with an exhaust system, in good working
order and in constant operation, meeting the following specifications:
(1) The exhaust system shall include the piping leading from the flange of the exhaust
manifold to and including the muffler or mufflers and tail pipes;
(2) The use of flexible pipe shall be prohibited except on diesel tractors or according to
manufacturers' original specifications;
(3) The exhaust emission point shall extend beyond the rear or outside of the passenger
compartment. The trunk shall be considered as part of the passenger compartment;
(4) The exhaust system and its elements shall be securely fastened, including the
consideration of missing or broken hangers; and
(5) There shall be no part of the exhaust system passing through the passenger
compartment or any exposed stack so located that any individual entering or leaving the
vehicle may be burned.
(b) The engine and power mechanism of every motor vehicle shall be so equipped and a adjusted
as to prevent the escape of excessive fumes or smoke.
(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale any muffler which causes excessive
or unusual noise or annoying smoke or any muffler cutout, bypass, or similar device for use on a
motor vehicle or for any person to use, to sell, or to offer for sale any motor vehicle equipped
with any such muffler, muffler cutout, bypass, or similar device. Any person violating this
subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
§ 40-8-94. Sirens, whistles, or bells
Any authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell capable of
emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 500 feet, but
such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is operated in response to an emergency
call or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, in which latter event
the driver of such vehicle shall sound the siren when necessary to warn pedestrians and other
drivers of the approach thereof adjusted as to prevent the escape of excessive fumes or smoke.
§ 41-1-1. Nuisance defined generally

A nuisance is anything that causes hurt, inconvenience, or damage to another and the fact that the
act done may otherwise be lawful shall not keep it from being a nuisance. The inconvenience
complained of shall not be fanciful, or such as would affect only one of fastidious taste, but it
shall be such as would affect an ordinary, reasonable man.
§ 41-1-9. Sport shooting ranges
(a) As used in this Code section, the term:
(1) "Person" means an individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, or
unincorporated
association.
(2) "Sport shooting range" or "range" means an area designated and operated by a person
for the sport shooting of firearms and not available for such use by the general public
without payment of a fee, membership contribution, or dues or by invitation of an
authorized person, or any area so designated and operated by a unit of government,
regardless of the terms of admission thereto.
(3) "Unit of government" means any of the departments, agencies, authorities, or political
subdivisions of the state, cities, municipal corporations, townships, or villages and any of
their respective departments, agencies, or authorities.
(b) No sport shooting range shall be or shall become a nuisance, either public or private, solely
as a result of changed conditions in or around the locality of such range if the range has been in
operation for one year since the date on which it commenced operation as a sport shooting range.
Subsequent physical expansion of the range or expansion of the types of firearms in use at the
range shall not establish a new date of commencement of operations for purposes of this Code
section.
(c) No sport shooting range or unit of government or person owning, operating, or using a sport
shooting range for the sport shooting of firearms shall be subject to any action for civil or
criminal liability, damages, abatement, or injunctive relief resulting from or relating to noise
generated by the operation of the range if the range remains in compliance with noise control or
nuisance abatement rules, regulations, statutes, or ordinances applicable to the range on the date
on which it commenced operation.
(d) No rules, regulations, statutes, or ordinances relating to noise control, noise pollution, or
noise abatement adopted or enacted by a unit of government shall be applied retroactively to
prohibit conduct at a sport shooting range, which conduct was lawful and being engaged in prior
to the adoption or enactment of such rules, regulations, statutes, or ordinances.
§ 40-7-4. Operating restrictions; "perennial stream" defined
Any person operating an off-road vehicle under any of the following conditions shall be deemed
to be in violation of this chapter and subject to the penalties provided in Code Section 40-7-6:
(1) Without operative brakes or without mufflers or other silencing equipment;
(2) On any private property without the express written permission of the owner of the property
or his or her agent; or
(3) Within any perennial stream, except when directly crossing such stream. As used in this
paragraph, the term "perennial stream" means a stream:
(A) That under normal circumstances has water flowing year round;
(B) That has the channel located below the ground-water table most of the year;
(C) For which ground water is the primary source of water; and
(D) For which runoff from rainfall is a supplemental source of water flow.

§ 40-7-5. Authority to regulate time periods and to establish zones of use
(a) Incorporated towns and municipalities and counties shall have the authority to adopt
ordinances consistent with state laws or regulations to regulate time periods and zones of use for
off-road vehicles.
(b) Agencies of state government shall have the authority to adopt rules and regulations to
regulate time periods and zones for use for off-road vehicles on property under their jurisdiction
or management.
§ 52-7-10. Exhausts to be muffled; exemptions; noise level testing
(a) The exhaust of every internal combustion engine used on any vessel, excluding those vessels
documented by the United States Coast Guard and licensed pursuant to Code Section 27-2-8,
shall be muffled or baffled and water injected, except those engines that exhaust through the
lower unit or outdrive when the vessel is on plane, so as to decrease noise. Vessels competing in
regattas or boat races approved under the provisions of Code Section 52-7-19 may be exempt
from such provisions.
(b) The operator of any vessel, when requested to do so by any law enforcement officer
authorized to enforce this title, shall submit the vessel to a noise level test.

