South Dakota
Noise Related Statutes
42-8-42. Muffler required--Use of cutouts prohibited--Racing boats excepted.
The exhaust of every internal combustion engine used on any motorboat shall be effectively
muffled by equipment so constructed and used as to muffle the noise of the exhaust in a
reasonable manner. The use of cutouts is prohibited, except for racing boats competing in a
regatta or boat race approved as provided by rules adopted pursuant to § 42-8-1.1, and for such
racing boats while on trial runs, during a period not to exceed forty-eight hours immediately
preceding a regatta or race and for motorboats while competing in official trials for speed records
during a period not to exceed forty-eight hours immediately following a regatta or race. A
violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor.
32-15-17. Exhaust system and muffler required--Exhaust location--Muffler cut-out
prohibited.-Misdemeanor.
No person may drive a motor vehicle on a highway unless the motor vehicle is equipped with an
exhaust system and a muffler both in good working condition and in constant operation to
prevent excessive or unusual noise.
Exhaust systems on passenger or passenger-carrying vehicles used on any highway shall
discharge the exhaust fumes at a location to the rear of the vehicle body or direct the exhaust
fumes outward from the side of the vehicle body at a location rearward of any operable side
windows. Any motor vehicle equipped with side exhaust according to the original vehicle
manufacturer specifications is exempt from the location requirements. A bus used for the
purpose of carrying school children may discharge the exhaust on the left side in front of the rear
axle.
Exhaust systems on property-carrying vehicles used on any highway shall discharge the exhaust
fumes at a point rearward of the passenger-carrying compartment.
No person may use a muffler cut-out on any motor vehicle upon a highway.
A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor.
32-24-9. Definition of exhibition driving--Misdemeanor.
Any person who drives any vehicle upon a highway, alley, public park, recreational area, or
upon the property of a public or private school, college, or university in such a manner that
creates or causes unnecessary engine noise, tire squeal, skid, or slide upon acceleration or
stopping; that simulates a temporary race; or that causes the vehicle to unnecessarily turn
abruptly or sway is guilty of exhibition driving. Exhibition driving is a Class 2 misdemeanor.
16-15-4. Disturbance of court proceedings as misdemeanor.
Every person guilty of any contempt of court by any breach of the peace, noise, or other
disturbance directly tending to interrupt the proceedings of any court, is guilty of a Class 2
misdemeanor.
22-18-35. Disorderly conduct--Misdemeanor.
Any person who intentionally causes serious public inconvenience, annoyance, or alarm to any
other person, or creates a risk thereof by:
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…….
(2) Making unreasonable noise;
…….
is guilty of disorderly conduct. Disorderly conduct is a Class 2 misdemeanor. However, if the
defendant has been convicted of, or entered a plea of guilty to, three or more violations of this
section, within the preceding ten years, the defendant is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor for any
fourth or subsequent offense.
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