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North Dakota
Noise Related Statutes

39-21-18. Audible and visual signals on vehicle.
1. Every authorized emergency vehicle must, in addition to any other equipment and distinctive
markings required by this chapter, be equipped with a siren, exhaust whistle, or bell capable of
causing a minimum sound intensity level of eighty-five decibels. The siren or signal must be
mounted outside of the vehicle or in front of the radiator.

39-27-08. Exhaust system - Prevention of noise.
Motorcycles must be equipped with an exhaust system incorporating a muffler or other
mechanical device for the purpose of effectively educing engine noise. Cutouts and bypasses in
the exhaust system are prohibited. The system must be leakproof and all components must be
securely attached to the vehicle and located so as not to interfere with the operation of the
motorcycle. Shielding must be provided to prevent inadvertent contact with the exhaust system
by the operator or passenger during normal operation. In addition, all motorcycles operating on
streets and highways must meet the noise decibel limitations as established by the
environmental protection agency. No person may sell, offer for sale, or install any noise
suppressing system or device which will produce noise in excess of the maximum allowable
decibel limitations of this section.

42-01-01. Nuisance - Definition.
A nuisance consists in unlawfully doing an act or omitting to perform a duty, which act or
omission:
1. Annoys, injures, or endangers the comfort, repose, health, or safety of others;
2. Offends decency;
3. Unlawfully interferes with, obstructs or tends to obstruct, or renders dangerous for passage,
any lake, navigable river, bay, stream, canal, basin, public park, square, street, or highway; or
4. In any way renders other persons insecure in life or in the use of property.

42-01-01.1. Sport shooting range deemed not a nuisance.
If a sport shooting range has been in operation for one year since the date on which it began
operation as a sport shooting range, it does not become a public or private nuisance as a result of
changed conditions in or around the locality of the sport shooting range. If a sport shooting range
remains in compliance with noise control or nuisance abatement rules or ordinances in effect on
the date on which it commenced operation, it is not subject to a civil or criminal action resulting
from or relating to noise generated by the operation of the sport shooting range. A person who
acquires title to real property that is adversely affected by the operation of a permanently located
and improved sport shooting range constructed and initially operated before that person acquired
title to the property adversely affected may not maintain a civil action on the basis of noise or
noise pollution against the person who owns or operates the sport shooting range. A rule,
resolution, or ordinance relating to noise control, noise pollution, or noise abatement adopted by
the state or a political subdivision may not be applied to prohibit the operation of a sport
shooting range, provided the conduct was lawful and being conducted before the adoption of the
rule, resolution, or ordinance. Except as otherwise provided in this section, a political
subdivision may regulate the location and construction of a sport shooting range after August 1,
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1999. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a county or city enacting a home rule charter
under chapter 11-09.1, 40-05.1, or 54-40.4 may not regulate a sport shooting range except as
otherwise provided in this section. As used in this section, sport shooting range means an area
designated and operated by a person for the sport shooting of firearms or any area so designated
and operated by the state or a political subdivision, regardless of the terms for admission to the
sport shooting range.


