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West Virginia
Noise Related Statutes

§17C-15-34. Mufflers; prevention of noise, fumes and smoke.
(a) Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working order and
in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise. Such muffler shall be the muffler
originally installed by the manufacturer of the vehicle or, if a replacement, the equivalent
thereof. No person shall use a muffler cutout, bypass, or similar device upon a motor vehicle on a
highway.
(b) The engine and power mechanism of every motor vehicle shall be so equipped and adjusted
as to prevent the escape of excessive fumes or smoke.

§20-7-17. Motorboat muffling.
The exhaust of every internal combustion engine used on any motorboat shall be effectively
muffled by equipment so constructed and used as to muffle the noise of the exhaust in a
reasonable manner. The use of cutouts is prohibited, except for motorboats competing in a
regatta or boat race approved as provided in section twenty of this article, and for such
motorboats while on trial runs during a period not to exceed seventy-two hours immediately
preceding such regatta or race, and for such motorboats while competing in official trials for
speed records during a period not to exceed seventy-two hours immediately following such
regatta or race.

§30-17-3. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following words and terms have the following meanings:
(e) "Environmental health science" means public health science that includes, but is not limited
to, the following bodies of knowledge: air quality, food quality and protection, hazardous and
toxic substances, consumer product safety, housing, institutional health and safety, community
noise control, radiation protection, recreational facilities, solid and liquid waste management,
vector control, drinking water quality, milk sanitation and rabies control.

§61-6-23. Shooting range; limitations on nuisance actions.
(a) As used in this section:

(1) "Person" means an individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, club or other
legal entity;
(2) "Shooting range" or "range" means an area designed and operated for the use of rifles,
shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder or any other similar shooting.

(b) Except as provided in this section, a person may not maintain a nuisance action for noise
against a shooting range located in the vicinity of that person's property if the range was
established as of the date of the person acquiring the property. If there is a substantial change in
use of the range after the person acquires the property, the person may maintain a nuisance
action if the action is brought within two years from the beginning of the substantial change in
use of the range.
(c) A person who owned property in the vicinity of a shooting range that was established after
the person acquired the property may maintain a nuisance action for noise against that range only
if the action is brought within four years after establishment of the range or two years after a
substantial change in use of the range.
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(d) If there has been no shooting activity at a range for a period of two years, resumption of
shooting is considered establishment of a new range for the purposes of this section.

§61-6-1b. Disorderly conduct; penalty.
(a) Any person who, in a public place, any office or office building of the state of West Virginia,
or in the state capitol complex, or on any other property owned, leased, occupied or controlled by
the state of West Virginia, a mobile home park, a public parking area, a common area of an
apartment building or dormitory, or a common area of a privately owned commercial shopping
center, mall or other group of commercial retail establishments, disturbs the peace of others by
violent, profane, indecent or boisterous conduct or language or by the making of unreasonably
loud noise that is intended to cause annoyance or alarm to another person, and who persists in
such conduct after being requested to desist by a law-enforcement officer acting in his lawful
capacity, is guilty of disorderly conduct, a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, may be
committed to the custody of the division of corrections for twenty-four hours or fined not more
than one hundred dollars: Provided, That nothing in this subsection should be construed as a
deterrence to the lawful and orderly public right to demonstrate in support or protest of public
policy issues.


